October 22, 2009
Representative,
I must commend the House of Representatives on passing H. Res. 686 on September 14, 2009.  This resolution (attached for reference) suggests that, in order to combat embarrassing failures of our younger citizens in tests if civic literacy, high school seniors should spend at least one week studying the United States Constitution annually in September in conjunction with Constitution Day.

We should all be embarrassed that such a resolution must be passed. Even more embarrassing is the recognition by the House that the American Idol judges and the Three Stooges are more well-known than the three branches of government and that more than 50 percent of citizens aged 25 to 34 fail civic literacy tests. 

The resolution, however, is lacking in a few areas:  

1. The resolution suggests that seniors in high school “should spend at least one week learning about the Constitution.” This is far too late in their education to be learning about this country’s foundation. Why does the House feel that high school seniors should spend the time learning about the Constitution? Why not 5th graders? Waiting until a child’s senior year to recommend that they study the Constitution is too late. Many children will have dropped out of school by then. Encouraging participation in civic learning activities, and teaching the responsibilities of citizens in our Republican system of government should be instilled in our children at a much earlier age.

2. Why is the House not requiring the studying of the Constitution? Should this not be required learning? Is it no longer being taught in our schools? Has the Department of Education ruined the curricula in our schools that this important topic is no longer being taught? If studying the Constitution has been removed from schools, what other subjects have been removed?  What subjects have taken their place?

3. I would like to see the House disclose civic literacy test results of all members of Congress.  When was the last time you, or any other representative, read the Constitution? Would you pass a civic literacy test? I encourage you to revisit the Constitution, specifically Article I on the powers of The Legislative Branch. After reviewing that article, have you upheld your duties and passed only pieces of legislation that are allowed under our sacred document?

Thank you for recognizing (finally) that our public schools have been failing our younger citizens. Thank you for passing this resolution.  I look forward to all members of Congress supporting this resolution and implementing it to its fullest extent.
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H. Res. 686

In the House of Representatives, U. S.,

September 14, 2009.

Whereas the United States Constitution is the fundamental law of the United States; 

Whereas people in the United States of all ages, income levels, and political beliefs fail tests of civic literacy; 

Whereas a 1998 survey revealed that more teenagers knew who the `Fresh Prince of Bel-Air' was than the Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, more knew the star of the motion picture `Titanic' than who was the vice president of the United States, and more can name the Three Stooges and the 3 American Idol judges than can name the 3 branches of government; 

Whereas fewer than half of all people in the United States can name the three branches of the United States Government; 

Whereas students at top colleges and universities in the United States scored an average of only 59.4 percent for seniors and 56.6 percent for freshmen on tests of civic literacy; 

Whereas people in the United States aged 25 to 34 score an average of 46 percent on a test of civic literacy and people aged 65 and over score the same 46 percent; 

Whereas research shows that an increase in civic knowledge, including that of the United States Constitution, almost invariably leads to the beneficial use of that knowledge; and 

Whereas research shows that greater civic learning leads to more active citizenship, and people in the United States who fulfill their civic obligations beyond voting are more knowledgeable about their country's history and institutions: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That it is the sense of the House of Representatives that--

(1) all high school seniors across the country should spend at least one week learning about the United States Constitution in September of their senior year, as knowledge of this historic document, which constitutes the very foundation of our country, is critical to being an effective citizen; and

(2) upon reaching voting age, high school seniors should engage in civic learning activities on an issue of importance to them to demonstrate their understanding of their rights and responsibilities as citizens of the United States.

Attest: 

Clerk. 

END
