October 26, 2009
It has been nearly two months since the majority of the town hall meetings in August, but the general sentiment among Americans hasn’t changed.  We are opposed to government-run health care and we are frustrated by the lack of transparency and responsiveness that our elected officials have shown. In an October 12, 2009 poll, 44% of Americans favored health care reform, while 50% opposed it. That poll can be further broken down to reveal that only 23% strongly favor reform, yet 39% strongly oppose it. With opposition to government intervention far outweighing diminishing support, we are curious as to why Congress is continuing on with the current versions of health care reform bills. Most Americans are opposed to the current versions of the bills. Has the progressive movement  taken such a stronghold in politics today that our elected representatives no longer represent the will of the people? It appears that our representatives firmly believe that they know what is best for us, rather than putting their faith and trust in the individual citizen. That was NOT how this country was founded and that sentiment has enabled rampant corruption among our elected officials.
The last several years have seen the relentless expansion of the federal government. With programs such as Cash for Clunkers and first-time homebuyer tax credits, the government has inserted itself into many aspects of American life. By attempting to expand into health care, the federal government really will be taking care of the citizens from cradle to grave. 

I am opposed to any government-run health care option that funds abortions. I am opposed to any government-run health care option that provides a health benefit advisory committee which recommends benefit standards. I am opposed to any government-run health care option that would enable a government official to provide ‘end of life’ counseling or advice. I am opposed to the creation of a Health Choices Commissioner. I am committed to restricting government intrusion into my life. I am opposed to any form of a government-run public option.  The federal government has a long history of running programs—and all of them have a bad history of performance.  Budget deficits, spending overruns, excessive red-tape, inefficiencies, and inexcusable abuses of power. There is absolutely no indication that the federal government can successfully run a health care program. 

A near super-majority of Americans (65%) say that one of the easiest and most effective means of reforming health care would be to include health insurance companies in anti-trust legislation.  This would enable free-market competition to help combat rising health care costs. If President Barack Obama really believes in free-market principles, as he has claimed several times, this would be an excellent way to let the free market improve health care. Our free market system, powered by human innovation, is one of the strongest forces on earth. It is responsible for countless strides in health care improvement. Hearing elected officials blast our health care system by claiming that it is broken and has failed, is irresponsible. We still have the best health care system in the world. If the government takes over this system, it is destined to become what those officials claim it already is. 

The President has set a deadline for getting health care reform passed. He wants it passed by the end of the year. We have seen the results of hurried legislation. If the government wishes to take over one-sixth of the U.S. economy, shouldn’t this be a methodical and rational move? Rushing through legislation without proper review, testing, and support will yield disastrous results. 

If you insist on passing health care reform, and in particular, supporting a public option, I urge you to join in the support for H.R. 615. If a public option is good enough for the public, it should be good enough for you. I will no longer tolerate political elitism.  We the people are paying attention. We the people are watching. We the people are reclaiming our power.
Government is not reason, it is not eloquence—it is force! Like fire, it is a dangerous servant and a fearful master. 

– George Washington.

